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How to Use These Materials

The audio companion includes MP3 files and this PDF, which explains how to use them with
Hoda Barakat’s Sayyidi wa Habibi: The Authorized Abridged Edition for Students of Arabic.
The MP3 files are playable on any computer or portable device that supports this audio format.
There are eleven MP3 files in all. They include, on one hand, passages of the abridged version of

the novel read by Hoda Barakat and, on the other hand, an interview with the author.

Audio Passages from Hoda Barakat’s Sayyidi wa Habibi: The Authorized Abridged Edition
for Students of Arabic
The first five files feature Hoda Barakat’s reading of chapters from the abridged edition. Each
file name begins with Barakat_SayyidiReadings and includes a reference to the chapter name.
Chapters 1, 19, 21, 32, and 33 are represented.

Chapter 1: Barakat_SayyidiReadings_Chap01.mp3

Chapter 19: Barakat_SayyidiReadings_Chap19.mp3

Chapter 21: Barakat_SayyidiReadings_Chap21.mp3

Chapter 32: Barakat_SayyidiReadings_Chap32.mp3

Chapter 33: Barakat_SayyidiReadings_Chap33.mp3
As you listen, you can follow along in the book. Students should also go to the exercises section

of the book and perform the activities that go along with the recordings.

Interview with Hoda Barakat
The interview with Hoda Barakat is based on questions posed by students at the University of

Texas at Austin to the author. The questions are read by the editor, Laila Familiar, and answered
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by Hoda Barakat. The interview focuses on the events and characters of the novel. They are
organized thematically; each theme in the list below is followed by the name of the audio file in
which it is addressed:

Questions about Wadie: Barakat_Interview_Wadie.mp3

Question about Ayoub: Barakat_Interview_Ayoub.mp3

Question about Rodeo: Barakat_Interview_Rodeo.mp3

Questions about Samia: Barakat_Interview_Samia.mp3

Question about the End of the Novel: Barakat_Interview_End.mp3

Questions about the Writing Process: Barakat_Interview_Writing.mp3

For your convenience, the questions are written out below.
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