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Figure W8.2: Sample of Treatment of Concepts from the Al-Kitaab Part
One Textbook

¢ % Main Verbs and Dependent Verbs

In spoken Arabic you have been hearing and using verbs with and without a = (also pronounced =) prefix:

Notice that the verbs =" and — »“ both have , while the verbs (S5 and (<} in the latter two examples do not.
Notice also that the first two verbs are the main verbs in their respective sentences, while the latter two verbs are
dependent on =21 or 2= (note that —= actually has a past tense conjugation but carries a present tense

meaning). The use of = indicates that a verb is a main verb. When a verb follows another verb or verb-like expression, it

does not take . For now, focus on recognizing the distinction when you hear it and do not worry about producing it.
This will come with practice. We will discuss main and dependent verbs in more detail in lessons 9 and 10.

This material is intended for educational use only and is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License. For all other types of re-use, please contact Georgetown University Press
at gupress@georgetown.edu. Copyright © 2018 Georgetown University Press.




