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Daily Life

In this unit you will learn how to perform the
following skills:

¢ Provide general information about yourself and
others, such as where you live and what you do for a
living.

¢ Describe your daily routine from morning to evening.

o Talk about schedules and regularly occurring events.

o Tell time.

o Talk about weather and climate.

+ Narrate ongoing events.

In addition, you will learn some basic information about
typical daily life in South Asia.
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202 Unit 3 Daily Life

In this chapter you will learn how to describe your daily routine. You will also learn the basics
of telling time and you will learn how to provide general information about yourself, such as
where you live and what you study or do for a living.

I wake up every morning at 7:00. _Un b | L e L CEJ/T J
I work in a bookstore. gL 3/'/( (J: UK’ J._« C(_zg L
I work everyday from 2:00 to 8:00. Iy 3//( 4 J al éTa E v

Saying Where You Live and Work

The verb form that is used to state where people live and what they do for a living is the
present habitual verb tense.

The Present Habitual Verb Tense

The present habitual verb tense is used for general statements of fact holding true in the pres-
ent period of time (e.g. I live in Chicago). It is also used to describe actions and events that
occur routinely or habitually in the present (e.g. I get up every day at 7:00).

Formation: The present habitual is formed by adding two elements to the verb stem (the
infinitive minus the —na suffix). The suffix —ta/—te/—ti is added directly to the verb stem and
agrees with the subject in gender and number like an adjective. The —ta/—te/—ti portion of the
verb is followed by the appropriate simple present form of the verb hond—agreeing with the
subject in person and number—which is written separately.

This formula summarizes the formation of the present habitual:
V + —ta/-te/-ti + honda (simple present)
Here is the full conjugation of the verb jana, ‘to go, in the present habitual. The structure of

this table is the straightforward result of combining two tables learned earlier: the variable
adjective endings, and simple present forms of the verb /hona.
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The Present Habitual Verb Tense

plural singular
We go. ujﬁ_b K' I go. U”C. g1
You go. ” LL: (; You go. < C J g
- 2 £
You go. Jj’ b _“J ?D'
They go. Oy L(; »s | Hel/it goes. < "lg »| 3
We go. *w‘f&b r’ I go. Uﬁgtjd: 1
You go. ” 8(: (; You go. < ‘3(: J g
PR 2 5.
You go. L db - 5
They go. i JL; »s | She/it goes. < J"L; | 3

*Although ham jati hai is acceptable, females using the ‘we’ form generally use the masculine plural form (ham
jate hat) in practice.

Here are some examples of the present habitual being used to state where people live and work:
/ A

My family lives in Chicago. b 5’/ 5 oY |/:‘

ot I

o &

RULE gl

_u:f J_/rguf u@.)";/:"

I (m.) live in New York.

What do you (f.) study at the university?
I (f.) study Urdu.

My father works at a bank.

What does your friend do for a living?

P C'/('{g(_“/» LA

Please see later in the chapter for examples of the present habitual in use to describe daily
routines.

Negation: When a present habitual verb is negated, the auxiliary verb /ond is generally dropped.

I don’t eat meat.

et
BN

We don’t drink.
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204 Unit 3 Daily Life

However, if the subject of a sentence is feminine and plural, and /#ona is dropped, the —¢i
ending becomes nasalized (—£7).

My sisters don'’t listen to anything I say. _ uf"y Jj” - L}’( S u:’“’ S
My mom doesn’t understand English. - f{ uf" S« ﬁ JSe

Additional Uses of the Present Habitual

Impersonal sentences: The masculine third-person plural form of the present habitual with-
out a subject is used to produce impersonal sentences in Urdu. Impersonal sentences in English
generally have ‘you’ or ‘one’ as their subject (e.g. How do you do this or How does one do this?).

How do you write this in Urdu? U Z 4 N 551'!( J!

How do you say this in Urdu? S 'i4 L)

Expressing immediate intentions: The present habitual can also be used to describe an
action that one intends to perform in the immediate future. When the present habitual is
used in this sense, the subject is often I or we. This use is frequently signaled by one of the
expressions abhi, ‘right now, or caliye, literally, ‘let’s go!

I'm coming right now. L (1 u’” e

Let’s have some ice cream. -u:f Lb(rf./uJTai“

Vocabulary 1

to study parhai karna (v.t.) ( )/ L}“”'Z
to teach parhana (v.t.) ( Las{
profession; vocation pesa (m.) Zx
to live, reside rahnd (v.i.) 7y
governmental (sarkar, f. ‘government’) sarkari S 4 ~
political science siyasiyat (£.) e
residence qayam (m.) r ‘L;!'
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to work; to do a task kam karna (v.t.) ( /?K
(academic) subject; essay (pl. mazamin) mazmun (m.) d/“/
employee mulazim ¢ n"
servant, employee naukar );
job naukari (f.) ¢ );

)

|

Exercise 1 E

Read aloud and translate the following sentences. Also note in each sentence whether the
subject is male or female and what level of respect is being used.

NULICPVICP PRIt Ui ?ﬂ&’uutff“-r SRk gl e s’ﬁ“&/u(,{(“-!
-uﬂt’kzg(&"/»‘mlujﬂ ?ﬂ?‘lzgf“x -Uﬂfg*ﬂu:-ﬂ ?ﬂ@‘”gy{(’:o

*maiths, mathematics

e ¢

Listen to the profiles of the people in the audio clip and note the information that they share in
the table.

V" ¥ v rt

gL w/r(d:d(’u{‘—/j*’gw-uf b g0 b - deﬁdj-g J(Z(U/“f-l

_w:fuw,sug,w-uxmggimgw-uxmudgu:-éfsrtlﬁ/-gi,T.r
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206 Unit3 Daily Life

(KU"“JQL//"U”G’”U:J@?'C?KLJ:-U”JJUJ“U:’%-»{?’(’L"/;’-(?(MJ
-U”@%wa@wgw-uﬁﬁ/‘/

Byl s st o e G g un

e (Ol L -Ur 6"/4;»/‘}@/“ L JJL/ Jf"{“u: Py (Uﬁ’ -%J)T-&
Uil SKo e

oD OV

Mingle with your classmates and find out where each of them lives and what he or she studies.
Feel free to model your questions and answers from the previous activity.

=D OV

Interview a classmate and find out who is in his or her family and where each family member
lives and works.

Describing Routine Activities

As mentioned earlier in the chapter, the present habitual verb tense is also used to describe
activities that one performs regularly or habitually. This verb tense is therefore appropriate
when describing daily routines. Here are a few examples:

Jameela gets up early every morning. = 6}’ | Sk o) A

What do you do every afternoon? ¢a 2”_//“ L( 3];:»]9/ (;
~ v V4

I go home and relax. gL U/('/‘A‘Uﬂug/u:

Vocabulary 2

Daily Routine Verbs
to take off (kapre utarna, to get undressed) utarna (v.t.) (,(1
to change badalna (v.t./v.i.) Ca
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My Daily Routine 1 207

to make bandana (v.t.) (L,
to cook pakana (v.t.) ( @
to arrive; to reach (somewhere) pahiicnd (v.i.) “ ®
to put on (kapre pahannad, to get dressed) pahanna (v.t.) s,
to stroll tahalna (v.i.) (s
to move, go, accompany; to run, operate calna (v.i.) o
to run daurna (v.i.) (Ja
to sleep (so jana, to fall asleep, go to sleep) sona (v.i.) (s
to eat; m., food (khana khana, to eat) khana (v.t.) ( La:{
to put on, apply to, attach to (par/se) lagana (v.t.) (¢
to have breakfast nasta karna (v.t.) ( P ;
to perform prayer, to offer prayer namaz parhna (v.t.) Loy
to bathe nahand (v.i.) (L
to exercise varzi$ karna/ ( )/ Ry /(/ U/ j I8

kasrat karna (v.t.)

Time-Related Words

often aksar ?4
time (i.e., one time, two times) bar (f.) /Q
first; previously pahle &
then; again phir /5
up till, until; by (time) (...se lekar...tak, from...to...) tak (ppn.) J
so, then to ;
early; quickly (jaldi me, in a hurry) jaldi S
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208 Unit 3 Daily Life

Time-Related Words (cont'd)
day
afternoon (dopahar ko, in the afternoon)
a while, length of time; delay
night (rat ko, at night)
daily
before

evening (Sam ko, in the evening)
morning, in the morning

usually, generally

immediately

near, about (cf. tagriban, ‘approximately’)
once in a while

sometimes

after
time
each, every

always

Additional Words

on foot, by foot
tea
especially, particularly

most, mostly

din (m.)
dopahar (f.)
der (£.)

rat (£.)
roz/rozana

se pahle (ppn.)
s$am (f.)

subah (£.)

am taur par
fauran

qarib (adv.)
kabhi kabhar

kabhi kabhi

ke bad (ppn.)
vaqt (m.)
har

hamesa

paidal
cae (f.)
xas taur par

zyadatar

Copyright © 2012 by Georgetown University Press, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise indicated, all materials in this PDF File are copyrighted by Georgetown University Press.
Distribution, posting, or copying is strictly prohibited without written permission of Georgetown University Press.

YD

&



My Daily Routine 1 209

game, sport khel (m.) J..j/

routine mamiil (m.) J//

mile mil (m.) Jff

Islamic prayer namaz (m.) s

back (vapas ana, to come back; vapas u:f ls
vapas jand, to go back, return;

vapas dend/karnd,

to give back, return)

Notes:

+ bar means ‘time’ as in kitni bar, how many times. The general word for time is vagt.

o phir: phir bhi, ‘still, nevertheless;” phir se, ‘again’

o calnd: There are some differences between verbs of motion in Urdu and English. The verb dna is used for move-
ment towards the speaker/addressee from a distant place. The verb jana is used for movement away from the
speaker/addressee, and therefore jana also means ‘to leave! The verb calna, which basically means ‘to move; is
used for ‘going/coming with’ or ‘accompanying’ the speaker/addressee. Compare tum akele jio, ‘Go by yourself;
and mere sath calo, ‘come with me! The verb calna can also be used for ‘to set out’ or ‘to depart’

» roz: har roz, ‘every day’

o fauran: us ke fauran bad, ‘right after that’

o kam par jand, ‘to go to work’

o kapre pahanna/badalna ‘to get dressed;” kapre utdrna, ‘to get undressed’

o hamesa ke liye, ‘forever’

Exercise 5 E

Read aloud and translate the sentences. Note in each sentence whether the subject is male or
female and what level of respect is used.

L/:ﬁt’("gf.r -un@z’_ngg/‘C/uﬁ;ﬁcw(uu;_r st e T i
Gy dr ol U < ?ﬁ@‘q’guj‘wf‘i/@[(’“-ﬂ ?ﬁ&@dﬁ'f&(& wgy/uj“ﬁfﬁ_rw

LU B e Ul U S UG M - P U 8 s W oA

. o

Lbd;clpgéd‘-*uﬂfu/;-uﬁt‘}iw&: il ?nL)f‘LCU/JrB)/J_égp'Jy(-P

)

|

oy ?D/Jﬂ.Uﬁbﬂé‘)daé:'/rt?uf-w -uyrf)/ﬂ/"/g}dﬁ”’;uwﬂ ﬁujb/uf/;-lr gL
_unly £ _n

*Subject pronouns are often dropped, particularly when the subject is already clear from the context.
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210 Unit 3 Daily Life

Crerciveo JEAY G

Translate into Urdu.

—_

I drink coffee every morning.

I go to class in the morning.

I work in the evening.

I go to the library every day.

What do you usually do after school?

I go home; I change clothes there.

After that, I go to the gym.

I exercise for one hour.

After that I usually have something to eat (eat something).
Then I go back home and sleep.

®) S

The following paragraphs were written by Indian primary school students, Sameera and Aadil,
about their daily routines. Compare their routines and note the similarities and differences by

filling out the Venn diagram. When finished, pair up with a partner and compare your results.

As always, speak only in Urdu.

0 XN W

—_
e

0 d)lp )
s Ul

et Lt QB 2L e VSR 3}' s
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o LK1 Qe UV b e G- 3 Qg M- B U

e A g IT s M s ke G g g epts it b A U

oy gl g p i m el gr Qe L L pT I
— L L

-4.&()!"’ (J;;‘/

J L EL gl 2 ol e f i L ol A n A G ©
ol L JE gy e & g U B UK 2 A~ i, somosl (U s
JEW sl e - unlT P A s (1 I gl e 20 L s
_uslly sl Ul Qby s pat &gt p LS5 _,gﬁ_,/ -

0 F
Listen to the dialogue and answer the que:ti;ns.
sa- gl o L
‘-'Jﬁtf"‘{vlévgjﬁ/ -
s E S W
I T e
IR RN R RE A 1.0
~UnSpule -
AT s
-uffzuffﬁu: =
<.'r~374u%(; Ul
e GEEF e o o
?ﬂ@%ub{f L
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212 Unit 3 Daily Life

UnGug I dIU e

S t’f/dﬁj;’bé./b; _Ll

e LD IS e P

?ggrfm s

-4;_,;;,]([(J| s
LA ST ] el L
Blledgl & e

Bble  _LI

* is vaqt, ‘at this time’

** saikil se, ‘by bike! The postposition se is generally the postposition of choice with modes of transportation.

v

o Gyl o
s 1 SV
s GUW o o1

ce G L S

o 5O

Sequence the following verbs in a written chronological narrative of what you do every day.
For example, First I get up, then I bathe. After that I have breakfast... Use the phrases pahle,
phir, and us ke bad to sequence the actions. When you are finished, repeat the exercise as a
speaking drill.

b (S 5 0 T /C(gujlg/aftgér( P R S L AN

Copyright © 2012 by Georgetown University Press, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
Unless otherwise indicated, all materials in this PDF File are copyrighted by Georgetown University Press.
Distribution, posting, or copying is strictly prohibited without written permission of Georgetown University Press.



My Daily Routine 1 213

=D O

Interview a partner to determine his or her daily routine. Begin with the first thing your part-
ner does in the morning and continue in chronological sequence. When describing your own
routine, pause after each sentence to allow your partner to ask what you do next.
Example:
m(}“}/gf&“z._/ {‘fi»ry -
ke o
Nz [}‘)/“ if (; o gl
-Uﬁgwwwiul o~
¢n J)i if A

NSLN PP Y.y S

Clock Time

...baje, ‘at...o’clock’

When talking about one’s routine, it is also common to describe it in terms of specific clock
times. One of the most common ways to state the time an action or event occurs is ...baje,
‘at...o’clock’

at 1:00 £

at 2:00 Ay

at 9:00 £y

I get up at 7:00. -uﬂwi'zf‘_.:,buf
s 7

I go to sleep bed at 11:00. L d}’ al “.[:(U:

The following words can be used to state clock times in increments of 15 minutes:

&l sarhe number plus one half; half past (e.g., sarhe das, 10%; 10:30)
¢gj paune number minus one quarter; quarter to  (e.g. paune das, 9%; 9:45)
lv sava number plus one quarter; quarter past  (e.g. sava das, 10%; 10:15)
Copyright © 2012 by Georgetown University Press, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
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214 Unit 3 Daily Life

The word sdrhe is not used with the number ek, ‘one; or do, ‘two! Instead there are specific
words that are used for ‘half past one’ and ‘half past two!

,z’Z; derh half past one (with baje); one and a half

dﬂpﬁ dhai half past two (with baje); two and a half

at 6:30 & ze b

I get up at 6:30. ot L g S

at 8:45 £Jdy

I go to work at 8:45. -uraq('(iiLgfd:

at 1:30 &y

We eat lunch at 1:30. - Z_t/Lu{K/g» Lﬁzg.ﬁr’
Telling Time

The preceding section covered how to tell the time at which an action occurs. The forms
used to state the current time are similar. There are two forms that are used to tell time by
the hour.

<& ({._«g, ek baja hai, is used to say ‘It’s one o’clock’

e é- -, ...baje hai, is used to tell all other times.

Examples:
It’s one o'clock P ug
It’s two o'clock. S
It’s three o'clock. L
It’s five o'clock. Y é E
It’s twelve o’clock. S
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The form baja hai should be used for all times that have the number ‘one’ as their reference
(12:45, 1:00, 1:15, 1:30). Baje hai should be used for all other numbers.

It’s a quarter to one. It’s 12:45. - L{vg 2_,3"
It’s a quarter past one. It’s 1:15. P .ag ly
It’s half past one. It’s 1:30. _a oy
It’s a quarter to two. It’s 1:45. L 2_5
It’s a quarter past three. It’s 3:15. - L J,‘r ly
It’s half past four. It’s 4:30. P Ak &b
It’s a quarter to six. It’s 5:45. Sz a_g
It’s half past twelve. It’s 12:30. S ule il

There are many ways to ask the time in Urdu. A couple of the most common ways are:

What time is it? U L é
What time is it? < ({ y/

Vocabulary 3

Time-Related Expressions

to sound, resound, be struck (a bell) bajna (v.i.) (£
at...o'clock ...baje M
It’s...o'clock (with times having ...baja hai <o

‘one’ as their reference)
It’s...o'clock ...baje hai &

quarter to; number minus a quarter paune <

e
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216 Unit 3 Daily Life

approximately

half past; number plus one half
quarter past; number plus a quarter
half past two; two and a half

half past one; one and a half

Additional Words

The five prescribed prayer times are also commonly used to refer to times of the day.

before dawn (prayer time)
early afternoon (prayer time)
late afternoon (prayer time)
at sunset (prayer time)

night (prayer time)

taqriban
sarhe
sava
dhai

derh

Jajr
zuhr

asr

maghrib

In a South Asian mosque
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Covrine 11 ] G

Write complete Urdu sentences stating the following times:
a. 4:00 b. 11:00 c. 1:00 d. 7:15 e. 7:45
f. 1:30 g. 1:45 h. 12:30 1. 12:45 j- 2:30

evercie 12 OB A

Take turns with a partner asking the time and responding in complete sentences. When
responding, use the following times:

a. 5:00 b. 6:30 c. 8:45 d. 11:30 e. 1:30
f. 2:00 g. 2:45 h. 3:45 i. 6:30 j. 7:15

Covrcie 13

At what time do you do the following activities? Write a complete Urdu sentence for each
activity.

get up bathe eat lunch return home sleep

Covercie 11 DY JA

Interview a classmate to find out the time he or she usually does the activities below. When
answering, speak in complete sentences without reading your responses from the previous
activity.

RS S EE Ry (b UL, St
Example:
¢r’£|i_z’/y _
LUkl A ze L Ufé/’k(" -
?ﬁﬁ_lgd”j'é’.g(»y _
ol g d -
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218 Unit 3 Daily Life

Using Postpositions with Verbs

Urdu’s rules for marking direct and indirect objects differ from those of English.

Indirect Object

The indirect object is the element of the sentence that is marked with ‘to” in English, most

typically with verbs of giving and speaking. In Urdu, the indirect object is marked with the
postposition ko.

Give this book to Ahmad. -én’jﬂ ._«C( ~
Don't tell this to Aisha. bl :!'/ i

Sometimes ‘to’ is omitted from English sentences and the word order is rearranged. For exam-
ple, the above sentences could also be phrased, Give Ahmad this book and Don’t tell Aisha this.
In Urdu, dropping the postposition ko from the indirect object is not possible.

Direct Object

The direct object is the element of the sentence that the verb acts most directly upon. In
English, direct objects are not marked with any preposition. Here are some examples of direct
objects in English sentences:

I saw him.

Open the book.

I know /er.

John ate a banana.
He saw me.

Give these papers to him.

In Urdu, when the direct object is a specific human being, it must be marked with the postposi-
tion ko.

Look at that man! -V”;“) [ @
Don’t leave the kids here. _ {_M’i - ub(,!()iﬁf
Do you know Qasim? U "Lb[ﬁ_x‘@/
Most people consider him a fool. U 'Z/ Qiﬁfgﬁ)’wy

If the direct object is not a human being, or is a nonspecific human being (e.g., send a servant),
ko is optional. The postposition ko is also sometimes used with nonhuman direct objects to
add emphasis or avoid grammatical ambiguity.
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My Daily Routine 1 219

Verbs That Require Other Postpositions

Many Urdu verbs require that a postposition other than ko (most often se) be used to mark
a specific element in the sentence. Verbs of this type should be memorized along with their
accompanying postposition.

Examples:
to meet X; meet up with X, see X (socially) th o X
to ask X (a person) Lﬂf.g“ < X
to talk to X U/;«L < X
Do you see him often? S &}4 < J [ VTQ(
Ask Faisal. -’ﬁi‘?}, < .
Do you talk to Faiza every day? ¢y L}“/ el RA(Hy ” ry Lf(

Vocabulary 4

Common Verbs

to talk, converse bat karna (v.t.) ( / .:,L
to talk to X, converse with X X se bat karna

to invite, call, summon bulana (v.t.) ( I
to address as, call as pukarna (v.t.) '/g
to ask (someone, X se) puchna (v.t.) Lﬂi;j
to ask X X se pichna

to know janna (v.t.) (5%
to leave; to drop off chorna (v.t.) (s%
to call (by phone) fon karna (v.t.) ( )/ u:’
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220 Unit 3 Daily Life

Common Verbs (cont'd)

to say, call (by name)

to say to X

to bring (also le ana)

to take (someone/
something somewhere)

to take with
to believe; to regard
to meet; to see (socially)

to meet X; to see X socially

to fear

to fear X, be afraid of X

Additional Words

newspaper

brother

less, fewer

at least

at least

guest

Notes:

o bhayya is a diminutive form of the word bhdi.

kahna (v.t.)
X se kahna

lana (v.i.)

le jana (v.i.)

le calna (v.i.)

manna (v.t.)

milna (v.i.)
X se milna
darna (v.t.)

X se darna

axbar (m.)
bhayya (m.)
kam

kam se kam
kam az kam

mihman

+ Similar to kam se kam, ‘at least, is zydada se zydda, ‘at most!
+ The words lana (le ana), le jana, and le calna parallel ana, jand, and calna. The verb land means ‘to bring, or
‘to come bearing... In spoken English, the verb ‘bring’ can be used both for movement toward the speaker and
movement away from the speaker. For example: “When you come, bring the CD with you! and “When you leave,
remember to bring (take) your suitcase with you’ In Urdu, lana is only used for movement toward the speaker.
The verb le jana means ‘to take away, or ‘to go bearing..! The verb le calna is similar to le jana but is used in
contexts in which calna would be more appropriate than janda, for example when the addressee is accompany-

ing the speaker.
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Read aloud and translate into English.
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Cevercise 10 I G

Translate the following sentences into Urdu.

Look at that man.

Look at this.

How many times a year (“How many times in a year”) do you see him?
Do you know her?

He knows her; ask him.

Call him (by phone). Tell him immediately.

Read this book. It’s interesting.

I know Jamal but I don’t see (meet) him often.
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