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Unit 4

Letters and Sounds: Part One

In this unit you will learn about the second function of alif and the next four con-
sonants in the alphabet. All of these consonants are nonconnectors, that is, they do
not connect to a following letter. You will also learn how to say and write the numerals
0—10, and practice introducing people to others.

& hamza

In unit 3 you learned that § and (§ sometimes function as consonants, representing
the sounds » and 5. They function this way whenever they are at the beginning of a
word, as in the words &.—d‘?l 9 and L‘{ . You have also learned several words that begin
with vowel sounds, such as zsm and akhbaar. But you also know that a short vowel
cannot be written on its own, it must be written on a consonant. To write ism, we
cannot use (§ because that would result in a ysound: yism. This problem is solved with
a consonant called hamza.

Hamza is not a vowel but rather, like other consonants, it is a carrier of vowel
sounds. It is a sound you make in English all the time—every time you say a word
that begins with a vowel, in fact—but you do not recognize it as a consonant because
English has no letter for it. In linguistic terminology, this sound is called a glottal stop.
Say uh-oh several times and pay attention to the sound you make in between the two
syllables. You make the same sound when you pronounce any word that begins with
a vowel, such as ous i, 1t, 1, on, up. Say these words out loud and pay attention to the
“catch” in your throat as you pronounce the first vowel. This sound is not written in
English, which treats these words as if they began with a vowel. In Arabic, however,
this sound is considered to be a consonant. Remember: in Arabic, no word or syllable
begins with a vowel. What sounds to English speakers like an Arabic word that begins
with a vowel is actually a word that begins with hamza.

For historic reasons that involve Qur’anic spelling, hamza has no place of its
own in the alphabet. Tradition holds that the dialect of Mecca, which the Prophet
Muhammed spoke, did not have this sound, therefore it was not written when the
Qur’an was first recorded in script. The symbol for the hamza was developed, along
with the short vowel markings, at a later date. This is why hamza has several different
“spellings,” depending on its position in the word andc the vowel sounds surrounding it.

In this unit you will learn two common spellings, | and ¢. We will present the other
spellings in unit 8. In most transliteration systems, including ours, hamza is represented

by an apostrophe: .
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Unit &4

When a word begins with hamza, it is always written on an alif “seat.” In everyday
print and handwriting, initial hamza is usually written on_top of the alif that “carries”
or represents it. Thus, initial hamza may appear as J or as | . The combination | is called
alif-hamza. Remember: Alif at the beginning of a word is always a seat for hamza,
never a long vowel. Since hamza is a consonant, it takes a vowel or sukuun. You will
see and hear examples of alif-hamza with fatHa in Listening Exercise 1.

¢ » Listening Exercise 1. Listening to and pronouncing hamza (At home)

Practice saying ¢ by listening to and repeating the words.

e ~< <

< s <
LOlel 20l s lL 4 5. w3

S\

¢ 9 Drill 1. Recognizing hamza (At home)

Listen to the audio to hear a selection of twelve words. For each, select Yes if you
hear hamza and select No if you do not. Remember to listen at the beginning and end

of the word as well as in the middle.

1. Yes No 2. Yes No 3. Yes No 4. Yes No
5. Yes No 6. Yes No 7. Yes No 8. Yes No
9. Yes No 10. Yes No 11. Yes No 12. Yes No

ﬂ Listening Exercise 2. Listening to initial hamza with fatHa (At home)

Listen to initial hamza with fatHa i in these words and read along with the audio.
H . zi - H S v H & &E
) 2. o) 3. C‘ 4. OlgS 5. sl

[

At the beginning of a word, hamza is represented by alif, either Jor . However,
the vowel sound this alif-hamza represents may be any of the short vowels: fatHa,
Damma, or kasra. The words in Listening Exercise 2 all begin with hamza followed by
the vowel fatHa. In other cases, the other short vowels may appear in this position; that
1s, | serves as a seat for Damma and kasra as well as for fatHa. When the initial vowel
is kasra, the hamza is often written underneath the alif, as in: Ul-«u’l Remember:
While | can carry the kasra, hamza underneath the alif ' always indicates a kasra vowel.
Listen to examples of Damma and kasra on alif- hamza in Listening Exercise 3 and

read along,
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Unit 4

ﬂ Listening Exercise 3. Initial hamza with Damma and kasra (At home)

Listen to initial hamza with vowels Damma and kasra and repeat.

o 0 2 Wi S
o) 2. S 3. Ol

$e0

- 9 2 ° 2
1. g 5= 5. sl 6. &.—u.)'
In fully vocalized texts the short vowel will be marked. In unvocalized texts you
will see only the consonant skeleton. Here, as elsewhere, to read an unvocalized
word correctly, you need to know it, or make an educated guess based on knowledge
of Arabic word patterns (this will become clear later on). Learn to associate the

pronunciation of each new vocabulary
item with its consonant frame the same
way you assoclate certain pronunciations
in English with certain spellings (think of
neighborand weigh, taughtand caughi). In
your native language you read by word, not
by syllable, and it is important to develop
this same skill in Arabic.

¢ » Writing
<
¢

The actual shape of the hamza, shown above, is a small “c” shape that continues
into a line on the bottom. Watch Professor El-Shinnawi write the hamza, first on the
line and then on alif, and practice with him. At the beginning of a word it is always
written on alif (where the hamza itself is sometimes omitted in unvowelled texts,
leaving the alif to represent it). When hamza occurs in the mlddle of a word, it may
be written on a seat that has the shape of any of the long vowels: | _9 or 6 (you will
learn more about these spellings of hamza in unit 8). When hamza occurs after a long
vowel at the end of a word, it is written on the line, without a seat, in which case it is a
bit larger in size. Copy and practice the shape of independent hamza:
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Unit &4

ﬂ Listening Exercise 4. Final hamza (At home)

The names of many letters of the alphabet end in hamza. Listen to and repeat the
names of letters you have learned.

1L el 2. e 3. e 4. el 5 el

Practice writing and pronouncing final hamza by copying the names of these letters:

. * A ~ - -

g 2
Practice writing initial hamza on alif by copying é‘ (brother), S| (sister), and

SLS) o

5 3 4 7.
$ [ e L
-— o) -— -— . — )
N \ 7\ 7\
|

R * £ o
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Unit 4

¢ » Drill 2. Dictation (At home)

Watch and listen to the video, and write below the words you hear, including all
vowels. Watch and listen as many times as necessary.

4. 5. 0.

¢ » Drill 3. Distinguishing initial hamza, §, and S (At home)

Listen to the audio to hear six words that begin with hamza followed by a vowel,
or with one of the consonants § or (§ . Select the letter that represents the sound you
hear. -

W

—DD  —\  ~——P\0
— o—

L O

G :(n

¢ = Dt
—DD  —\  ~——P\0
— o—

L O

G :(n

0 ~—
(V)
(n
(@)

0 ~—
(V)
(n
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Arabic Numerals and Numbers

Two related sets of numerals, shown in the chart, are used in the Arab world.
The second column from the left, “Arabic—Indic Numerals,” contains the set that was
developed first, in the eastern part of the Arab world. The numerals in the leftmost
column were developed in North Africa and were introduced into Europe from Islamic
Spain in the Middle Ages—hence our name for them, Arabic numerals. The use of
these numerals have recently been spreading across the eastern Arab world through
print media and other technologies. Arab and Muslim mathematicians adopted their
numerals from India and expanded on earlier Hindu and Greek contributions to
develop algebra and other branches of higher mathematics.

¢ » Numbers 0-10 (At home)

Listen to and learn the Arabic names for these numerals:

Arabic Arabic-Indic masSri shaami Formal /

Numerals Numerals written

0 . Sifr se sho S
ziiru 92| Sifor Sifr

1 | A= A=l 4=lg
waaHid waaHid waaHid

2 y o) o) o)
itheen tneen ithnayn

3 v &Y5 &W &35
talaata tlaate thalaatha

4 ¢ &s.ul . Z.zg,l ds5 iy
arbaCa arb“a arba®a

5 o o . o . w o7
khamsa khamse khamsa
sitta sitte sitta

7 v dsncs i d=i
sab®a sab®a sab®a

8 A L6 4ol Ll
tamanya tmaane thamaaniya

9 q d=ud dus d=is
. C | siC - . C -
tis-a tis-a tis-a

10 yo s TS TS
Cashara Cashra Cashara
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¢ » Writing

Watch Professor El-Shinnawi write the numbers 0—10. Notice that he writes zero
as a dot, and pay attention to the way he writes the numerals 2 and 3. The handwritten
shapes of these two numerals look different than their print forms, and it is important
to learn the different shapes so that you do not misunderstand, or be misunderstood.
In print, Yand Y appear in these shapes. In handwriting, however, they take on slightly
different forms, in which the handwritten 3 resembles a printed 2, except that its “dip”
is much deeper. Following Ustaaz El-Shinnawi and the examples below, practice writing
these two numerals:

You can sce that the numeral Y in print closely resembles the numeral Y when
written by hand, except that the hook at the top of handwritten Y is usually deeper.
To avoid confusion, always write these numerals as shown in the handwritten example
above, and when reading, remember to differentiate between printed and handwritten

forms.

. A ANV Vo ¢ ¥ ¢ 1

Writing Numbers Greater than 9

Numbers in Arabic are not written from right to left but rather from left to right, just
like numbers in English. The reason for this is that Arabic numbers were traditionally
read from right to left in the same direction they are written: ones, then tens, then
hundreds, and so on. Only recently have larger numbers (hundreds and above) come
to be read before ones and tens.

Compare the following English and Arabic equivalents of various numbers. Note
that Arabic uses a comma rather than a period for the decimal point, and does not
normally mark commas in large numbers or hyphens in telephone numbers:

¥,0+ = 2.50 VAR = 10,789
014+A8¢ = 569-0894 Y800 = 1955
¥YYo = 325
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Unit &4

Now practice writing large numbers by writing out your telephone number, left to right:

and your birth date: first day, then month, then year, separated by hyphens or slashes:
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Vocabulary and Conversation:
Introductions

¢ ) New Vocabulary 1 (At home)

In this vocabulary section you will find masculine and feminine nouns referring to
people. How do they differ? In Arabic, nouns referring to human beings reflect the
natural gender of the person. All other nouns are either masculine or feminine, which
means there is no ungendered word for szin Arabic, and the words huwa (huwwa, huwwe)
ot liya (hiyya, hiyye) refer to both human and nonhuman nouns. Remember that you will
see words whose letters you know only in Arabic script, without transliteration. You
should put this into practice too: From now on, stop using transliteration for all the
words whose letters you know. Listen to and learn these expressions.

Meaning masri shaami Formal /written
please come | 250 | tER 5 <o
in, goahead | jtfappal " | tfaDDal tafaDDal

(to a male)

please come L 351 L% § <2
in, go ahead itfaDDali - - tfaDDLi - tafaDDalii 7

(to a female)

please come |5L45,,1 Iglads |9La.ﬂ.’

in, go ahead | jtfaDDalu tfaDDlu tafaDDaluu

(plural)

;n_y lrzalel =>Llo | SaaHbi lo =lo

riend; my SaHbi N " .+ | saaHibii =~ ~

boyfriend rfii' )

;n_v lfgmalel uslo | SaaHibti  usle walo

riend; my SaHbiti T T SaaHibatii ~

girlfriend rfii'ti )

he/it (masc.) L Ce @
huwwa huwwe huwa

she/it (fem.) S -3 G
hiyya ) hiyye i hiya o
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Meaning masri shaami Formal /written
his -u -4 -0 -4 ~-hu - l
his name ismu doww) ismo dow! ismuhu Lo
her / hers -ha -l | -a -l | -ha - la-
her name ismaha oo isma L@M‘ ismuha Lérz-wl
student Jb Jb Jb
(male) Taalib o Taalib T Taalib o
student b Wb Wb
(female) Taaliba g Taaliba i Taaliba -
professor, Sl Slw) 3
teacher ustaaz istaaz " | ustaadh
professor, 33wl 33Liw) 33w
teacher ustaaza istaaze " | ustaadha

(female)

the university dsols dsols dsols
of... gamSit ... jaamSit ... jaami€at...

ﬂ Drill 4. Scene 4A: izayyak?/kiifak? and
Scene 4B: al-Hamdu Lillah/I-Hamdilla
(At-home preparation; in-class activation)

After you have studied the expressions in New Vocabulary 1, watch scenes 4A and 4B.

1. First listen: What is the situation? Do these people know each other? What are they
doing?

2. Second listen: What new and old expressions do you recognize?

3. Third listen: Before listening, focus your attention on the parts you want to
understand better. What do you want to learn this time?

4. In class: After discussing the scenes with your classmates and teacher, listen once
more for final details and prepare to use what you have heard to introduce your

classmates to each other.
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Culture: Introducing Someone

In English we often use the phrase thss is to introduce people, as in 7his is my
friend Tom, or This is my sister Dina. In Arabic, however, we usually avoid using thzs
1s to refer to people. To introduce someone, just say the person’s name and her or his
relationship to you, as you heard in scenes 4A and 4B.

Drill 5. Vocabulary practice (At-home preparation;
in-class activation)

(A) Write five sentences about your friends using as much of the new vocabulary as you
can.

Example: SaHbi Cory Taalib fi gam3it Colorado.

Remember to say the sentences out loud as you write them.

(B) Using your new vocabulary and the expressions you heard in scenes 4A and 4B,
prepare to introduce your classmates to each other. Rehearse before class so you are

ready to speak and interact during class.

e
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Letters and Sounds: Part Two
\> daal

This consonant is pronounced like a clear, frontal d in English, as in the word
deep (not like the 4 sound in puddle). Pay particular attention to your pronunciation
of medial and final & , which should retain the same frontal position, and to the

surrounding vowel sounds, which should be frontal in quality (like ein bed).

¢ » Listening Exercise 5. Recognizing and pronouncing O (At home)

Listen to and read aloud the words containing O.

S -
394 ¥ S9ds v zl=o
Slus A o3l o SRy

¢ » Writing
S U U

Like alif, the letter & does not connect to any letter that follows it. Watch Ustaaz
El-Shinnawi and imitate the shape he draws. To write initial 9, begin well above the
line and slant down as shown below. Just before reaching the line, angle sharply and
finish along the line. In handwriting, the exact shape and slant of this letter vary slightly
according to individual style, but it is important to keep the angle of the body of this
letter less than 90 degrees and to keep it above the line. Copy the examples:

)

RN

To write © when it is connected to a previous letter in medial or final position, be-
gin from the connecting segment, draw the top half of the letter from the line up, then
trace your line back down, make a sharp angle as before, and finish. When connected

95

Unless otherwise indicated, all materials in this PDF File are copyrighted by Georgetown University Press.
Distribution, posting, or copying is strictly prohibited without written permission of Georgetown University Press.



Unit 4

from the previous letter, the top half of the angle tends to have a slightly different
shape because of the connecting segment. Copy:

. AN\

Now practice by copying the words 31_75 (chicken) and d \Jq:t (new):

L J
O dhaal

In unit 1 you leatned to distinguish between the sound ¢4 in three, represented in
Arabic by the letter & , and the sound 7 in the word other. The letter O represents the
other sound (pun intended; remember it this way!). Practice hearing and pronouncing
this distinction in Listening Exercise 6 and Drill 7.
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ﬂ Listening Exercise 6. Reading and pronouncing § (At home)

Listen to words containing O and read aloud.

BRI 513 v old
207 2 .- .3
WRVYRE R BB ST 2¥3

() Drill 6. Pronouncing &3 and 3 (At home)

Read the following words aloud with the audio, paying particular attention to the

pronunciation of (&3 and J.

- S
Ol nga ¥ g:;l.‘s ¥ IR
. .« T 8 v v -
R 2 Cis v Olgd A Ol o0

ﬂ Drill 7. Distinguishing between &y and (At home)

Listen to the audio to hear the twelve words that follow each containing either O or
A
. Select the letter that corresponds to the sound you hear in each word.

R S T S S T .
S T S R I S I
9. &N 10. &y 0§y 1. & S 12 &y 3

¢ » Writing
L L L L 4
S WS W R )

The letter O is written just like O, except that it takes a single dot above. Like 9, it
does not connect to a following letter, and so has only two forms, initial/independent
and medial/final. Watch Ustaaz El-Shinnawi write this letter in its connected and
unconnected forms. Practice the initial/independent form by copying ul_’f} (flies):
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<3
Practice writing the medial/final form by copying &\& (fake!):

. o @s
S MN<®©

Now copy and read aloud these words:
° - E
|

L] L] - i L] s
(self) <) (it melts) &:)34_3 (I took) Wl

“ /7
S 9,6 o o,%
L Y - L

—-—

</ s

ﬂDrill 8. Reviewing the difference between &y and O (At home)

A >
Listen to the audio to hear words containing either & or & and select which letter
corresponds to the sound you hear in each word.

...... "' ¥ 5_7 Y ‘:"9 i} y

R (=9 o (W) R
* 9. g

6 ...... - A | ...... ‘ ...... v
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_) raa

This is the name of the Arabic 7 Itis a flap, like
the Spanish or Italian 7. You already know how to
make this sound: it is the sound American English
speakers make when they say gotza as in gotta go.

Say gotta several times in a row very quickly and
pay attention to what your tongue is doing. You
should feel it flapping against the roof of your

mouth behind your teeth. Now pronounce the
sound alone. Another good exercise is to practice
making a whirring sound: rrrrrrrrrr. Practice

these exercises daily until you have mastered this
sound, and go back to the alphabet chart in the
Introduction to watch it being pronounced.

ﬂListening Exercise 7. Pronouncing ) (At home)
Listen to and read aloud words containing j. Note that j often deepens the quality
of alif and fatHa so that they sound like z in father.
“ S -
z)s v 993 v ooy
s bt
999 1 = o =3
¢ » Writing

r o J D

This letter is a nonconnector and is written almost entirely below the line. Watch
Ustaaz El-Shinnawi and copy his example. You will see that the exact angle and shape
of the  vary somewhat in handwriting and print styles, but it is distinguished from
by its wide angle and its long body that rests below the line (as opposed to the sharp
angle of O, which rests on top of the line). To write initial j , begin on the line and
curve downwards below it. Imitate the shape in the example:

\ y O

— =
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To write yem connected from a previous letter,
start from the connecting segment on the line,
then curve down. Do not go upwards above the
line to make a “tooth” at the beginning but rather
drop immediately down from the line. Copy:

L J
_) zaay

This consonant corresponds to the English sound zin zebra.

ﬂ Listening Exercise 8. Pronouncing ) (At home)

Listen to and read aloud words containing the sound _3
2 o & °
zle) x Ol v Z9J
J ez o 295
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¢ » Writing
2y 2y } }
The letter j is a nonconnector and has the same shape as ), except that it takes

one dot above. Watch and imitate Ustaaz El-Shinnawi write )’ in its connecting and
nonconnecting forms. Practice writing initial/independent } by copying the word

&93 (husband):
o/ @

Z oy 3 ©

e =

Copy = in medial/final position in the word }_;} (bread):
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¢ 9 Drill 9. Letter connection (At home)

Connect the letters to form words. Then listen to them and write in the short vowels
you hear:

= 34+)+3+, 0

= y+o3+l+& v

= 9+ ,y+3 ¥

= Lttt Hy+g ¢

= et+lt+gt+y o

= yt+tl+z+o

= &+I+9+}+T v

= 9tgto+z A

= 3 +9+d+ A

) tg+Hd+t g+ O
= )+|+9+.>+T.n

= gtyotg+tgwy
= Qtytl+z+Oow

L4

= O +z+ O+
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¢ 9 Drill 10. Dictation (At home)

Using the video, write below the words you see and hear, including all vowels.
Watch and listen as many times as necessary.

Drill 11. Reading aloud (In class)

(A)  Read the following words aloud, right to left.

(B)  After you have read through the list, go back and review the list to look for pairs
of words that share three consonants in the same order (they will be adjacent to or near
each other). What are the shared consonants in each case?

WA PESIR Dy Y sl o Slgd A 518
7; s LS w 0 7
99 Ve 9, Y FERT RN Sy 4 =g ¥
< -~ - g -
elyyg M I e ALY = S
3L yy = 4> Y0 FEIRY) BTN 39 .¢
T - - -
Sl v WALl cbg .y g ) .0
o~ ~ { N1
SO G Ve zle) oy SIS
(] % - S
39 YA Sl Pt BT I
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Vocabulary and Conversation:

More Introductions
¢ » New Vocabulary 2 (At home)

Listen to and learn these words. For class, think about and be ready to talk about

what you can say in Arabic, such as the things you have and the people you like.

Meaning masri shaami Formal /written
bread Coesh s )..; ,:7
chicken firaakh &l gles gz
neighbor e e >
(male) ’ ) ’
neighbor 8l byl 3yl
(female) gaara gaara gaara
brother t] C? t]
sister e o o
new (masc.) ol 3> RPN
3 3 - i
new (fem.) gidiida Odade jdiide Oz jadiida e
G°°d_ ' 2] clue 2 e j};&" ¢lua
evening: misaa’ il-kheer masa l-kheer masaa’ al-khayr
lrc’es&pondse 39 ¢luo 1591 Luco 3991 ¢luco
to) Goo .
evening! misaa’ in-nuur masa n-nuur masaa’ an-nuur
I'have Candj ¥ Candi ¥ Cindj e
I don’t have c vy b c s Lo s Gud
ma “andiish maa andi - laysa Sindi = - = °
. ) 5
question su'aal Jsw | suaal Jgd su'aal Jlgw
I love b oy eyl
you (fem.) s (o uw:
love R *°~ 2 | tuHibbiin e
telephone O9dls 8,6 092l 8,6 09l 993
number nimrit tilifuun nimrit tilifuun ragm tilifoon
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Unit &4

Drill 12. Vocabulary activation (At home)

Write as many sentences as it takes for you to use all the new vocabulary from New
Vocabulary 2.

ﬂ Drill 13. Dialing the telephone (At home)

This exercise is available on the companion website only. Complete it by following
this scenario: You heard a contest on the radio to “call in and win.” The telephone
numbers will be announced by digit. “Dial” these numbers by clicking each one on
your screen. If you dial correctly, the phone will start ringing!

Drill 14. Exchanging telephone numbers. (At-home preparation;
in-class activation)

Prepare for this activity by memorizing your telephone number in Arabic numerals.
In class, get the names and phone numbers of your classmates—in Arabic—and write
them in your notebook.

¢ » Drill 15. Vocabulary matching (At home)

This exercise is available on the companion website only. Practice recognizing new
vocabulary in context by matching the phrases you hear with the pictures shown on the
screen.

Drill 16. Vocabulary practice (In class)

With a partner, use new and old vocabulary and your imagination to talk about this

picture:

-
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¢ » Drill 17. Listen and interact (At home)

Listening to the audio for this exercise, you will hear someone who you do not
know very well initiate a conversation with you. Find out more about each other using

as much Arabic as you can.

¢ 9 Drill 18. Scene 4C: tasharrafna (At-home preparation;
in-class activation)

After you have studied the vocabulary and expressions in New Vocabulary 2, watch
scene 4C.
1. First listen: What is the situation? Who are the people in this scene?
2. Second listen: How does this situation differ from the last scenes you watched?
What new and old expressions do you recognize?
3. Third listen: Before listening, focus your attention on the parts you want to under-
stand better. What do you want to learn this time?
4. In class: After discussing the scenes with your classmates and teacher, listen again
for final details and prepare to use what you have heard. In groups of three, think of a
formal introduction situation and practice what you would say.

>
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Unit 4



Unit &4

Culture: Forms of Address

In addition to the polite “you” forms HaDritak (Ul—’ )-0—‘7') and HaDritik
(bL’ )-0—‘7) titles are also used to address people politely. Some of the most common

titles are:
" s

used to address or refer to medical duktuur J S
and academic professionals duktuura 8) & 3

. 2
used to address or re_fer toan LTyt v Sl
educated person, white-collar . 2
employee, school teacher, etc. ustaadha or ustaaza 33wl
used in very formal situations sayyid o
and correspondence to refer to . _
or introduce people who have no sayyida O
professional title
used to address or refer to older madaam e“_;
and/or married women
used to address or refer to a young, - . T

aanisa

unmarried woman 4‘“"1‘

These titles are traditionally followed by the person’s first or full name (not by the
last name alone). When used to address someone directly, these titles may be preceded

by & : yaa duktuur George; yaa duktuura Zeinab; yaa ustaaz Muhammad; yaa aanisa
Khadjja.

~
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